What is claimed is: 



JD_ 



1 . A hydrophilic member comprising: 



a tin oxide layer formed on a surface of a substrate; and 

an overcoat layer formed on me surface of said tin oxide layer, wherein said overcoat 
layer is selected from at least one of/ilicon oxide, aluminum oxide, zirconium oxide, eerie oxide, 
and titanium oxide, and the mean ^Surface roughness (Ra) of the top surface thereof is within a range 
of 0.5 to 25 nm. 



T 

2. A hydrophilic member It 
structure. ' 




g to claim 1, wherein said tin oxide layer has a rutile 



..A hydrophilic member according to claim 1, wherein the mean surface roughness (Ra) 
\\ of said tin oxidelwer is also within a range of from 0.5 to 25 nm. 



4. A hydrophilic m&mber according to claim 1, wherein the mean spacing (S m ) of the 
irregularities of the top surface of said overcoat layer is within a range of 4 nm to 300 nm. 

20 5. A hydrophilic member according to cl^im 1 , wherein said tin oxide layer has a thickness 

within a range of 10 to 800 nm. 

6. A hydrophilic member according to claim 1, wherein sind overcoat layer has a thickness 
within a range of 0. 1 to lOOnm. 
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7NA hydrophilic member according to claim 12, wherein the refractive index of said 
undercoat film actkm as a barrier against alkali is between the refractive index of the substrate and 
the refractive index of tn^tin oxide layer. 

f 8. J A hydrophilic member acfc^rding to claim 12, wherein said undercoat film is a layered 
body of tin oxide and silicon oxide. 



9. A hydrophilic member according to claftn 1, wherein said substrate is selected from the 
10 group consisting of: glass the main component of whicftsjs silicon oxide; tile; ceramic; and a metal 
plate. 



10. A hydrophilic member according to claim 1, wherein, said hydrophilic member is a 
mirror having a thin metal film formed on the surface thereof, between the substrate and the tin 
Jfl5 oxide layer. 




1 1. A hydrophilic member agc^rding to claim 1, wherein said overcoat layer is formed 
directly on the surface of the subst 




12. A hydrophilic member accordhjg to claim 1, further including an undercoat film 
disposed between the surface of said substrate ah^ said tin oxide layer, said undercoat film acting as 
a barrier against alkali. 




\H 13. A hydrophilic member according to claim 12, wnerein said hydrophilic member is a 
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mhror having a thin metal film fora/ed on the surface thereof, between the undercoat film and the 
tin oxidelayer. / 

14. A hydro^lrilic member according to claim 2, wherein the mean surface roughness (Ra) 
of said tin oxide layer is al^within a range of from 0.5 to 25 nm. 

15. A hydrophilic member^according to claim 2, wherein the mean spacing (S m ) of the 
irregularities of the top surface of said overcoat layer is within a range of 4 nm to 300 nm. 

16. A hydrophilic member according claim 14, wherein the mean spacing (S m ) of the 
irregularities of the top surface of said overcoat layekis within a range of 4 nm to 300 nm. 

17. A hydrophilic member according to claim\2, wherein said tin oxide layer has a 
thickness within a range of 10 to 800 nm. \ 

18. A hydrophilic member according to claim 15, whetein said tin oxide layer has a 
thickness within a range of 10 to 800 nm. \ 

19. A hydrophilic member according to claim 16, wherein saM tin oxide layer has a 
thickness within a range of 10 to 800 nm. \ 

20. A hydrophilic member according to claim 2, wherein said overcoat layer has a 
thickness within a range of 0. 1 to lOOnm. \ 
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